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ONE
Story of one, story of many

‘ Very, very occasionally there is a performance 
where the boundaries of the form are 

transcended…and stories and emotions 
portrayed as you have never seen before’.



We are in a period, again, where ‘migrants’, ‘foreigners’ and 

‘refugees’have become tarnished words exploited by the 

media and politicians for cheap popularity. A wave of fear 

and hatred for those risking their lives to make a better 

future has become widespread. 

Have we forgotten that our ancestors since time 

immemorial have been part of that movement of peoples 

across the globe?

Subscribing to the fundamental principle of Indian
philosophy and classical arts of the cyclic phenomenon, 
where there is no beginning or an end, internationally 
acclaimed Kathak artist, Amina Khayyam suggests that 
both the refugees and the name callers are part of the 
same cycle. Those ‘migrants’, ‘refugees’ and ‘foreigners’ 
who dare to lay claim on new ground are only repeating 
the inevitable cycle that has gone on since the dawn of 
history.
Incorporating nritta (pure dance) and nritya
(expression of narrative), the artist uses movement,
space and music to capture the first beat of that cyclic 
time and nest it until it becomes the ‘one’ again.

“... revolutionary.."

“a milestone moment for 
kathak... has moved the form 

forward"

PULSE
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Amina Khayyam was born in 
Sylhet, Bangladesh and is a performer, 
choreographer and educator. Amina 
trained in Kathak in the UK, initially with 
Alpana Sengupta and later from Sushmita 
Ghosh,under whose guidance she made 
her professional debut at the Purcell 
Room, Southbank Centre, London 
in 2002. Her performance ranges 
from classical Kathak to multimedia 
performances. She performed as a 
priciple dancer in many productions 
such as Akademi/Southbank’s outdoor 
spectacle Escapade, and in International 
Arts’ and Forum for Laboratory 
Theatre of Manipur’s production of 
Macbeth-Stage of Blood on the River 
Thames. She has toured extensively both 
nationally and internationally with her 
company through which she makes new 
and original work such as ‘Yerma’, ‘A 
Thousand Faces’, ‘Laal Shaari’ ‘Slut’ and 
‘One’. She is currently preparing  for 
her next work ‘Amad - Flower Bloom’, 
inspired by the untold stories of women 
caught up in ‘Arab Spring’.

Debasish Mukherjee is a highly 
regarded tabla players who is known 
for his highlyskilled  accompaniment for 
dance and music. Debasish hails from a 
family of table exponents and started 
training with his father, the late Pandit 
Kanai Mukherjee of Benares gharana. 
Debasish has performed at many prestig-
ious festivals throughout India 
and abroad. 

He has developed his own style, 
which is praised for its subtlety and 
ability to adapt to and extend dance. 
Debasish believes that tabla is not 
just a percussion instrument but also 
has melody. He has performed with 
great artists like legendary Pandit Birju 
Maharaj, Pandit V.G.Jog, Ustad Bahadur 
Khan, Pandit Rajan Mishra and Shajan 
Mishra. Debasish is aregular collaborator 
with Amina Khayyam.

Lucy Rahman is a British Bangladeshi 
vocalist of international repute. born 
in a family of artists, writers and poets 
in Bangladesh. Her internationally 
renowned father, the late Sheikh Luthfor 
Rahman, was an outstanding composer 
of music and a scholar in Nazrul songs. 
Inspired by him, Lucy’s love for the 
music of Kazi Nazrul Islam developed 
from a very early age, she is recognised 
now as one of the brightest lights in the 
field of Nazrul Geet As a performer, 
Lucy has been singing on Radio and 
TV in Bangladesh and Britain and the 
metropolitan cities of New York, Paris, 
Vienna and Berlin. Her songs have been 
broadcasted by BBC and Channel 4. 
Performance credits include The Grand 
Union Orchestra (Sadler’s Wells Theatre, 
Hackney Empire and Queen Elizabeth); 
with Amina Khayyam Dance Co.
Edinburgh Festival, UK wide tour, Spain 
and Holland. Lucy has worked with 
Amina in all her productions.

Jane Chan is a London-based 
dance artist, trained in kathak, ballet, 
contemporary dance, Chinese classical 
and Chinese folk dance. She graduated 
from University of Surrey with an MA 
in Dance Cultures in 2013. She has 
been performing regularly with Amina 
Khayyam Dance Co since 2014 and 
tours across the UK, Europe and
internationally. Jane also performs across
art forms with musicians, visual artists,
photographers and filmmakers. Some of
them include: Gigi Giannella, Jihye Kim,
Joonhong Min, Roxi Rahmanzadeh, Simon
Richardson, Moi Tran, Katja Verheul and
Zadie Xa. Jane founded Passion Project
in 2015, a teaching initiative with a belief
that the joy of dancing is universal. Jane
also conducts older adult community 
dance classes through Dance Well 
Project by Akademi since 2016. She 
is the London Correspondent for 
dance journal/hk and a mentor for 
Arts Emergency, supporting young 
people who wish to pursue dance as 
a career. To further her understanding 
and development of the body as well as 
broaden her movement vocabulary, she 
has been training in Wing Chun since 
2014.

Iain McHugh is a cellist born and 
based in Glasgow. He graduated from 
the RoyalConservatoire of Scotlan d in 
2016, after winning the Dunbar-Ger-
ber Prize for Chamber Music. Iain has 
recently finished a project with Artlink 
Central, working to provide music 
therapy“... a company who clearly care very deeply about the tale 

they tell" Joyce McMillan - The Scotsman



A touring dance–theatre company that 
uses the south Asian dance kathak as the 
core narrative in making new work in 
collaboration with the marginalized female 
voice, adding to it other media and forms 
such as theatre, live art, and technology.

AKDC treats kathak as a contemporary 
form thereby transcends any ‘classical’ 
or ‘modern’ precepts to its approach. It 
uses kathak vocabulary to transpose it on 
a modern body dialogue, in the process 
subverting its  many facets to carve out an 
emotion performed to a contemporary 
narrative. It believes the dance form is 
evolving with progressions demanded by 
the contemporary zeitgeist, in the same way 
it did so from the demands of the Mughals, 
the last time it took a major step forward. 
At its heart,  AKDC emphasises kathak as 
a storytelling form – an approach that has 
allowed it to use its uniquely placed and 
equipped vocabulary to tell new and urgent 
stories of global importance.

Based in UK, the Company is particularly 
concerned with issues that affect 
marginalized women, not just from the 
mainstream but from within their own 
communities. It is from there that it draws 
its inspiration to tell stories as well as to 
shape its process - embedded in extensive 
work-shopping that empower and stake hold
women in the work. 
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A M I N A  K H A Y Y A M 
D A N C E  C O M P A N Y

YERMA (2015)
4**** / The Scotsman “Khayyam has a strong command of Kathak”
4**** / The Herald “highest production values are in evidence throughout”

A THOUSAND FACES (2016)
BBC “A powerful hard-hitting emotional production that had integrity, honesty and reality at its core” 

SLUT (2017)
Robert Dow /Wee Review “... remarkable for its narrative clarity, while remaining boldly contemporary in style” 

THE HUM IN MY HEART (2019)
Pulse “Those of us who made the journey to Luton were able to witness a rare moment in Indian dance in the UK”

Previous Productions

www,aminakhayyamdance.co.uk



Solo dance performance with 4 musicians

1x Dance Floor (no colour performance)
Rostrum or similar for musicians to sit on plus a chair for cello

4 x musicians to be mic-ed
1 x wireless mic taped to Amina Khayyam ( our own)
4 mics hanging from bars as props

Projetor to point on floor
The show uses ‘earth’ - cork based material

Lighting & Stage Plan available as separate download.

Kathak Arrangement and performance: Amina Khayyam  
Musicians: Debasish Mukherjee, Lucy Rahman, Iain McHugh, Jane Chan
Projection: Louis Rhoades-Brown 

Photography: Simon Richardson

Creatively produced by in association with zeroculture/The Artta, 

Made at Brunel Arts with financial support from the Arts Council of England

ONE

Contact
E: info@aminakhayyamdance.co.uk 
 T: 07984 656971

*quotes used from Pulse magazine

Technical 
Requirements


